




 
Please let me know
if you have any questions.
 
Ngā mihi,
 
Chelsea Kenny


Project Lead, Community - Kaitiaki, Ao Hāpori 

Department of Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai

M:0272396862

 

 
 
From: Caitlin Wheeler <Caitlin.Wheeler@horizons.govt.nz> 


Sent: Thursday, 9 April 2026 2:02 pm

To: Demelza Low <dlow@doc.govt.nz>


Subject: Pukepuke Lagoon is dry
 
Hi Demelza, 
 
Thanks for the call. As a summary,
this morning our Hydrology team visited Pukepuke Lagoon and reported it
is dry with a large amount of fish dead. I've included links for their
photos and videos in this email. Currently
we're unsure whether this is a
continuation of the low dune lake levels we've seen this past summer and
currently see in other lakes in the region, or if the weir was tampered
with. 
 
https://www.icloud.com/photos/#/icloudlinks/0bcM6g5_NEhjOV-jQs3czA9SQ/
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We'd like to suggest a visit to
the lagoon tomorrow with DOC and HRC staff, including a Compliance member to
check the weir/drain and our Biomonitoring team to identify and roughly count
the dead fish. Could DOC please
contact mana whenua and see if they want to
come and assist or collect the dead eels? We also wonder if DOC
and iwi would
be interested in collecting eels for otolith studies. This activity isn't
covered under our sampling
permit for Pukepuke Lagoon so we'd need
agreement. 
 
I'm also keen to discuss if in
future we could assist DOC and iwi in relocating eels or native fish if there
are
situations where these shallow dune lake levels are very low and considered
at risk of drying. We've assisted
recoveries before, and can help support the
manpower required.
 
Cheers,
 
Caitlin Wheeler
Scientist – Lakes and Estuaries | Mātanga Pūtaiao – Te
Pūahatanga o Te Tūrua
021 2277 291 | 0508 800 800
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